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15.2 No. 79 Hesse Street, Queenscliff 
 
 File:    QP90-7900 
 
 Report Author:  Senior Planner 

 

 

Planning Permit Application:  2011/054 

 
 
Documents included in this addendum: 
 
 
Objection from J Ritchie. 
 
 
Total number of objections now received: 1 
 
 
Public notification 
In accordance with Section 52 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987, the application was 
required to be advertised by sending a set of the proposed plans by registered post to adjoining 
and surrounding property owners, maintaining a notice on site for a minimum of fourteen (14) 
days, and erecting a public notice in the municipal offices for fourteen (14) days.  
 
A late objection was received by Council on Sunday 14th October, 2012. The objection has raised 
concern regarding consistency between the advice from Council’s Heritage Advisor, and comments 
made by the Senior Planner, in the context of previous VCAT decisions for the subject site and 
adjoining property to the north/east. 
 
This objection is included within the Addendum to the Meeting Agenda. 
 
The matters raised are listed below, with a response provided to each: 
 

The report is flawed and misrepresents the VCAT determinations from Sykes v Queenscliffe 
Borough Council [2006]. 
 

The difference in wording between the VCAT Order and the Heritage Advisor’s report has been 
reflected upon by the Heritage Advisor, who has confirmed that the report was in agreement with 
the VCAT Order, and the difference in wording was simply a result of the Heritage Advisor 
restating the VCAT direction in his own words. 
 
Design and operational requirements were included in the Heritage Advisor’s recommendation to 
ensure the proposal does not undermine the heritage integrity of the building, consistent with the 
concerns of the Tribunal. 
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It is further noted that the VCAT Order referenced by the objector was discussing the provision of 
car parking for between 25 and 30 vehicles on the site in the context of the use of the land as a 
reception centre and restaurant. VCAT waived the requirement for 25-30 car parking spaces on 
the site, in part, because this requirement would undermine the heritage integrity of the site. The 
current application seeks to provide accommodation for a maximum of two (2) vehicles, with 
design requirements specified within the conditions of the permit to ensure that the heritage 
character of the building is not undermined. 
 

The comment of the Senior Planner misrepresents the previous VCAT comments regarding 
the crossover at the adjoining site. 
 

This matter has been reviewed and it is not considered to be a misrepresentation, as the report 
simply states a fact that a crossover previously existed adjacent to the subject site.  
 
Aside from the above, the recommendation listed within the report is to be amended to require a 
Notice of Decision to be issued, rather than a Planning Permit.  
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